provided information on those facilities that could potentially receive offshore drilling wastes. As noted above, the vast majority of offshore wastes are hauled by barge to Newpark's Port Arthur facility, where they are processed and trucked to the Fannett site for disposal by injection. Mr. Ginn reports that the Fannett site (6 injection wells) is permitted to dispose of 85,000 barrels of waste per day, and a similar site nearby, the Big Hill site (6 injection wells), is permitted to dispose of 57,000 barrels per day. Brandt Energy Environmental has a single injection well in the High Island field with a permitted capacity of 1,000 barrels per day, but the well is shut in due to operational problems, and permit cancellation is a possibility. The Railroad Commission is currently considering an application from Trinity Storage Services, L.P. for a salt cavern disposal facility in the Moss Bluff field. The proposed maximum disposal rate for the Trinity site would be 20,000 barrels per day.
Ms. Hybner provided a lengthy list of all commercial disposal facilities permitted by the Railroad Commission, a copy of which is attached as Appendix A. She marked those facilities that had some potential for receiving offshore wastes in italics type, although all but three of the facilities she marked are authorized to receive only water-based drilling fluids. The three facilities that are located reasonably close to the coast and are permitted to receive E&P wastes other than water-based drilling fluids are as follows:
1. Newpark Environmental Services -Port Arthur Treatment Facility (no capacity limit) 2. ECO Mud Disposal -Alice Facility (total capacity 2,049,882 barrels) 3. Waste Facilities, Inc. -Premont Facility (total capacity -504,706 barrels)
California
Michael Stettner of the California Department of Conservation, Oil and Gas Division (916-323-1781; stettner@consrv.ca.gov), provided partial information on facilities that can accept offshore waste for disposal. In an October 28 e-mail, Mr. Stettner provided information on three commercial disposal companies, as shown below: Veil (1997) identifies 13 California facilities that accept E&P wastes. Many of these are located far from the ports where offshore vessels unload and, therefore, are not likely to receive offshore wastes. These are generally industrial waste treatment facilities or hazardous or nonhazardous landfills. Veil (1998) notes that one offshore California operator hauls oil-based muds and cuttings to shore in 6-cubic-yard boxes where the wastes are transferred to 15-cubicyard boxes for transportation to a landfill.
Alaska
Wendy Mahan of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (907-279-1433; wendy_mahan@admin.state.ak.us) provided information on drilling waste disposal practices in Cook Inlet and the North Slope. There are no commercial disposal facilities in Alaska for E&P wastes, so operators have developed their own disposal systems. In the Cook Inlet area, several operators have historically used their own private landfills for E&P waste disposal, but no such landfills are presently being used. All drilling wastes are now being disposed of through injection, either in dedicated injection wells or through annular injection in the well being drilled. Alaska allows up to 35,000 barrels of waste per well to be disposed of through annular injection. All facilities currently operating on the North Slope inject their drilling wastes. Ms. Mahan indicated that there should be no shortage of disposal capacity as long as operators are prepared to create new injection wells.
References PITS ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 01 ************************************************************************ 
AUTHORIZED WASTES:
water-base drilling fluid (max. chloride = 1,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 04 ************************************************************************ ************************************************************************ oil free, water-base drilling fluid (max. chlorides = 3,200 mg/l) *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid and associated cuttings and waste fluids from washout pits (max. chlorides = 6,000 mg/l) ******************************************** RANCHO NUEVO DISPOSAL FACILITY PIT PERMIT NO. COUNTY EXPIRATION P010887 DUVAL 06/03/02 AUTHORIZED WASTE:
MO
water base drilling fluid and associated cuttings (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 08 ************************************************************************ WESTEX NOTREES, L.C.
(915) 570-4229
NOTREES FACILITY
A-3 ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 8A *********************************************************************** solids waste from gas dehydration & sweetening; production tank bottoms not to exceed 7% oil content as determined by Standard API Shakeout; crude oil reclamation waste *********************************************************************** ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 09 *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid and associated cuttings (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ STATIONARY TREATMENT FACILITIES ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 03 ************************************************************************ ************************************************************************ water base drilling fluid and the associated cuttings; oil base drilling fluids and the associated cuttings; tank bottoms from gas plants, crude oil reclamation plants, and crude oil production/separation facilities; waste material from produced water collecting pits; produced formation sand; and soil contaminated with produced water, crude oil, or condensate; non-liquid wastes from gas dehydration and sweetening; spent activated carbon and other filtering and separation media.
NEWPARK ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES TEXAS
*Not yet authorized to except waste* ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 04
A-6 ************************************************************************
US LIQUIDS OF LA, LP (713) 512-6262 SOUTH TEXAS DISPOSAL FACILITY STF PERMIT NO. COUNTY EXPIRATION
STF-006 (*) ZAPATA 08/30/00 AUTHORIZED WASTE: non-injectable, water base drilling fluid and the associated cuttings; non-reclaimable, non-haz. tank bottoms from gas plants, crude oil reclamation plants and crude production/separation facilities, noninjectable, non-haz. waste material from produced water collecting pits; produced formation sand; soil contaminated with produced water or crude oil; solid wastes from gas dehydration and sweetening, such as spent glycol and amine filters, solid filter media, molecular sieves, and precipitated amine sludge, iron sponge, and hydrogen sulfide scrubber; iron sulfide; spent activated carbon and other filtering and separation media; liners from pits that contained exempt oil & gas wastes; inert wastes as defined by Statewide Rule 8 such as uncontaminated concrete or wood; and other non-haz. oil & gas wastes generated in connection with the exploration, development and production of oil & gas resources
US LIQUIDS OF LA, LP -continued-(*)
includes treatment basins (Pit Permit Nos. P010236, P010237, P010238, P010239, P010240, and P010241), landtreatment cells and landfill ************************************************************************ waste specified in STF-003 consisting of non-reclaimable oil base drilling fluid, cuttings generated while using oil base drilling fluid, and non-haz., oily waste containing no reclaimable oil ************************************************************************
ECO MUD DISPOSAL

TEXAS OILFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. (512) 884-2400 DON CAMERON RANCH STF PERMIT NO. COUNTY EXPIRATION
STF-009 STARR 04/09/02
AUTHORIZED WASTE:
water base drilling fluid and the associated cuttings; oil base drilling fluids and the associated cuttings; tank bottoms from gas plants, crude oil reclamation plants, and crude oil production/separation facilities; waste material from produced water collecting pits; produced formation sand; and soil contaminated with produced water, crude oil, or condensate; includes pit 010964, this is a washout pit.
A-8
LANDFARMING FACILITIES
************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 02 ************************************************************************
GOETZ SERVICES INC.
(512) 798-4383 water base drilling fluid (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************
R & R REMEDIATION SERVICES, INC. (210) 697-0686 BEXAR COUNTY FACILITY PERMIT NO. COUNTY EXPIRATION
LT-0150 BEXAR PENDING RENEWAL
AUTHORIZED WASTE:
water base drilling muds and associated cuttings; nonreclaimable oil base drilling muds and the associated cuttings; waste material from produced water collecting pits; produced formation sand; and soil contaminated with produced water or crude oil ************************************************************************ water base drilling fluid (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 03 ************************************************************************ water base drilling fluid and water base drilling solids (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l) *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/1) *********************************************************************** ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 04 *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid & associated cuttings (max. chlorides = 6,000 mg/l) ************************************************************************ ************************************************************************ ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 05 *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid and associated solids (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l); facility not yet constructed; facility not able to accept waste ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 08 ********************************************************************** 
TOM GILL SERVICES LLC
AUTHORIZED WASTE:
only non-haz. crude oil contaminated soil from spills subject to the jurisdiction of the RRC; no waste may be disposed of at the facility if that material is reclaimable.
************************************************************************ ************************************************************************ RRC DISTRICT 09 *********************************************************************** water base drilling fluid and associated solids (max. chlorides = 3,000 mg/l); associated pit permits are P010994 and P010995, these are drilling fluid storage pits; facility not yet able to accept waste ************************************************************************ 
